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ENJOY THIS FREE TUNNEL OF GOLD STUDY GUIDE
If you enjoyed it, then explore the other books in the Goldtown Adventures series, 

along with a 172-page enrichment guide.

1. Badge of Honor. Twelve-year-old Jem Coulter
and his sister Ellie’s live are turned upside down
when their father becomes sheriff of lawless
Goldtown, California, in 1864.

2. Tunnel of Gold. When the Midas mine plays out,
Goldtown may become a ghost town. Jem will do
anything to find a way to help save the mine. But
is his friend Will’s plan too risky?

3. Canyon of Danger. As “man of the family” for
the week, Jem must figure out what happened to
their family’s stolen horse and rifle before his
father returns home to Goldtown.

4. River of Peril.  A trip to Sacramento turns dangerous when Jem tries to help his
father keep gold bound for the Union from falling into the hands of Confederate
sympathizers.

5. Valley of Treasure. To raise money for Cousin Nathan’s operation, Jem, Ellie,
and Strike-it-rich Sam head for the high Sierra to find and recover the gold they
lost five years ago on a previous prospecting trip.

6. Ocean of No Escape. When Jem is shanghaied along the San Francisco
waterfront, he must “learn the ropes” of a sailing vessel and endure seasickness,
storms, and rough sailors while looking for a way to jump ship and return home.

GOLDTOWNBOOKS.COM 



*
skipped

Week 1 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4

Tunnel of Gold

*

Week 2 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7 Day 8

Tunnel of Gold

Week 3 Day 9 Day 10 Day 11 Day 12

Tunnel of Gold

*

Week 4 Day 13 Day 14 Day 15 Day 16

Tunnel of Gold

*

Week 5 Day 17 Day 18 Day 19 Day 20

Tunnel of Gold

*

Week 6 Day 21 Day 22 Day 23 Day 24

Tunnel of Gold

*

Week 7 Day 25 Day 26 Day 27 Day 28

Tunnel of Gold

* L *



Chapters 1-2 Delivery Day & An Eerie Silence

Chapters 3-4 Riot! & The Sterlings 
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Drillers:

Blasters

Muckers

Tool nippers



  

Materials: 

What to Do:

2.
3.
4.



Chapters 5-6 Mine Trouble & Cripple Creek

Chapters 7-8 Gold Fever & Branding Irons
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Chapters 9-10 Aftermath & Scavengers and Miners

Chapter 11 Scavenger Diggings

Chapters 12-13 Taking Sides & From Bad to Worse





THE PROBLEM
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ACROSS
2. Psalm 45:13 - Her ___________ is wrought (interwoven) with gold.
4. Esther 8:15 - Mordecai wore a great, golden _______________
7. Rev. 21:21 - The streets are pure gold, transparent as ___________
8. Prov. 17:3 - A furnace is for gold, but God tests the ____________
10. Psalm 119:127 - I love your ______________ more than gold.
12. Daniel 3:1 - Nebuchadnezzar built an ______________ of gold.
13. Acts 3:6 - _______________had no silver or gold.

DOWN
1. I Cor. 3:12-14 - If anyone builds a __________ with gold . . . 
3. Exodus 37:1-2 - The ____________ was overlaid with gold.
5. Exodus 3:22 - The Israelites took gold and jewelry from the ________
6. Rev. 21:21 - The ___________________ of heaven are pure gold.
9. Daniel 5:3 - They brought in the golden vessels from the __________
10. Exodus 32:3-4 - Aaron fashioned a ____________ from gold.
11. Joshua 7:20-21 - ______________ took gold from the battle spoils.



Chapters 14-15 Fight! & The Belle Mine

Chapter 16 Will’s Big Plan

Chapters 17-18 No Way Out & The Price of a Mine
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Online Fun
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5 8

  P a g e 3 1: C h a pt e rs 1 -4  
C h a pt e rs 1 -2  
1. 2 mil es

2. 1/ 2 mil e
3. r o ut e s h o ul d f oll o w P a cifi c St.

4. P a cifi c St. a n d B ell e Hill R d.
5. 1 mil e
C h a pt e rs 3 -4
6. T h e st a m p mill h as s h ut d o w n.
7. B
8. t h e s h eriff a n d his m e n
9. 1 –  H e w a nt s t o t e n d J e m.

2 –  H e h as mi n e b usi n ess wit h
 Er n est  St erli n g.  

1 0. B
1 1. T h er e i s n o m or e g ol d i n t h e

mi n e.

P a g e 3 2: C ol o ri n g  
G ol d or e g et s cr us h e d.  

P a g e 3 3: 
C h a pt e rs 1 -4  
V o c a b ul a r y  
1. A  S etti n g  
2. B 1. D

3. B 2. G ol dt o w n
4. C 3. B

5. A 4. S u m m er
6. C 5. 1 8 6 4

6. 1 5 y e ar s

P a g e 3 4: G ol d R u s h Ti m eli n e 
Fr o m t h e b ott o m a n d w or ki n g u p:  
J a n. 1 8 4 8: J a m es M ars h all di s c o v ers g ol d at 

S utt er’s Mill o n t h e A m eri c a n Ri v er.  
D e c. 1 8 4 8: S e v e n C hi n es e r esi d e i n C alif or ni a; 

 Pr esi d e nt J a m es P ol k c o nfir m s t h e 
     di s c o v er y of g ol d.  

J a n. 1 8 4 9: “ G ol d f e v er ” hit s t h e e ast er n U. S.  
A pril 1 8 4 9: 3 0, 0 0 0 “ 4 9 ers ” li n e t h e Mi ss o uri 

Ri v er, w aiti n g t o l o a d u p a n d g o W est.  
D e c. 1 8 4 9: T h er e ar e 4 0, 0 0 0 mi n ers i n C alif or ni a.  
S e pt. 1 8 5 0: C alif or ni a i s a d mitt e d i nt o t h e U ni o n  

     as t h e 3 1st st at e.  
D e c. 1 8 5 0: T h er e ar e n o w 6 6 0 C hi n es e i n 

 C alif or ni a. T h er e ar e 5 0, 0 0 0 mi n ers.  
S pri n g 1 8 5 1: Pl a c er g ol d b e gi ns t o r u n o ut. N e w 

  mi ni n g t e c h ni q u es ar e d e v el o p e d.  
1 8 5 2: F or ei g n Mi n er’s T a x p ass e d, t ar g eti n g t h e 

2 0, 0 0 0 C hi n es e mi n ers.  
1 8 6 0: A br a h a m Li n c ol n is el e ct e d pr esi d e nt of t h e 

U nit e d St at es.  
1 8 6 1: Ci vil W ar b e gi ns  
1 8 6 4: T h e s etti n g f or T u n n el of G ol d. 

P a g e 3 9: C h a pt e rs 5 -8  
C h a pt e rs 5 -6  
1. M u d S pri n g, C ol d W at er, S a v a g e C a m p
2. st al ks o v er t o t h e b o ys; sl a ps h at a g ai nst hi s l e g;

hi s e y es fl as h; m us cl e t wit c h es i n hi s j a w
3. A

4. a s o c k
5. C h a d C art er

6. f al s e
C h a pt e rs 7 -8
7. g ol d
8. tr u e
9. A ns w ers will v ar y.
1 0. Pri n c e C h ar mi n g
1 1. Will St erli n g
1 2. p a n f or g ol d
1 3. br a n d a c alf
1 4. J E
1 5. J e m a n d Elli e

P a g e 4 0: C ol o ri n g  
Stri k e h a d b e e n l eft t o 
di e, a n d h e br o k e hi s 
ar m.  

P a g e 4 1: C h a pt e rs 5 -8  
V o c a b ul a r y  C h a r a ct e r Cl u es  

1. C 1. C h a d C art er

2. F 2. J e m C o ult er
3. H 3. M a y b ell e St erli n g

4. B 4. Will St erli n g
5. D

6. E
7. G

8. A

P a g e 4 4: F o ol’s G ol d a n d R e al G ol d  
G O L D  F O O L’ S G O L D  
h e a v y   li g ht w ei g ht 
fl att e ns s h att ers  
p ur e el e m e nt   ir o n p yrit e 
r o u n d e d e d g es s h ar p e d g es  
g ol d e n l ust er   br ass y y ell o w  
s oft   h ar d  
n u g g et s  cr yst al s  
B O T H:  g et s f ol ks e x cit e d; 

 f o u n d i n ri v ers 

P a g e 4 6: C h a pt e rs 9 -1 3  
C h a pt e rs 9 -1 0  
1. B
2. A
3. B
4. Mr. St erli n g ( Will’s f at h er)
5. H e n e e ds a n air v e nt.
C h a pt e rs 1 1 -1 3
6. C h a d a n d Mr. C art er ( C h a d’s f at h er)

7. C
8. H e h as t o ri d e a s cr uff y h ors e.

9. T h e y h a v e n o pl a c e t o g o; t h e y p a y t h eir t a x; t h e y n e e d
t h e mi n e t o li v e.

1 0. S h eriff C o ult er’s
1 1. Will St erli n g



Page 48: 
Chapters 9-13
Vocabulary

1. C
2. B
3. B
4. A
5. C
6. A

Story Problems
1. yes
2. yes
3. no
4. yes
5. no
6. yes
7. yes
8. yes

Page. 51: Gold in the Bible Page 52: Chapters 14-18
Chapters 14-18
1. B
2. Will Sterling
3. Chad, Wu Shen
4. two
5. the Belle Mine
6. Will Sterling
Chapters 16-18
7. B
8. true
9. Will Sterling, Jem, Ellie, Chad Carter
10. Chad
11. D
12. the Old Testament prophet Jeremiah
13. B
14. work on the transcontinental railroad

Page 54: Vocabulary Word Search

Chapters 14-18: Plot Events

6
1
4
2
7
3
8
5

Page 53: The Belle and Midas 
Mines
The proposed air shaft is missing.

Page 56: The Great Railroad Race: The Route

Page 57: The Great Railroad Race: Do the Math
1. Union Pacific RR won the race. They won by 397 miles.

(1,087 - 690 = 397)
2. Total length of track laid: 1,777   (1,087 + 690 = 1,777)
3. It would take about 35 ½ years.

(1,777 divided by 50 miles a year = 35.54)
4. They could lay 70 miles in 7 days. (10 miles a day x 7 days = 70 miles

of track)
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